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Evergreen Commons Homeowners Association
4427 Park Green Court, Sacramento, CA 95821
www.evergreencommonshoa.org

ECA NEWSLETTER
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
Claudette Ostrander
215-1828
scostrander@surewest.net
VICE PRESIDENT
Rob Kerr
482-2079
robkerr@mac.com
SECRETARY
Samira Al-Qazzaz
483-0365
peace7777@comcast.net
TREASURER/COMMUNICATIONS
Curtis Wheeler
979-0559
curtiswheeler@evergreencommonshoa.org

Next Board Meeting
7 pm, December 6, 2012
Ostranders, 4419 Park Green Court
No Book Club in December
Next meeting, 7 pm
January 9, 2013
Buxtons, 4425 Pasadena
Sunday, December 9, 2012
deadline for turning in Toys to
Your Neighborhood Watch Captain

POOL & PARK
Marvin Potts
481-9642
ARCHITECTURAL
Alexis Davidson
482-2526
alexisdavidson@evergreencommonshoa.org

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
Karen Buxton
489-9409
kbuxton44@yahoo.com

VICE-PRESIDENT— Rob Kerr
Call For Candidates
There will be 3 open positions on the board of directors
for the upcoming annual meeting. If you want to be a
candidate for the board, please write a letter of intent
and email robkerr@mac.com. Thank you.

(See next Page!)(See
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$500.00 REWARD LEADING TO THE ARREST AND
CONVICTION OF THE THIEVES WHO STOLE OUR
POOL PUMPS
( pictures courtesy of Curtis Wheeler )

POOL & PARK DIRECTOR—Marvin Potts
Our members have made good use of the park this year with many events: parties, swimming, and two weddings. A Japanese Maple tree has been planted by the front gate to replace the Alder tree that was removed.
Park usage has been waning since summer is over and the rainy season has started. You might consider taking
a stroll around the park before the first frost arrives because the weather has been mild and the flowers are
still in bloom. We would like to thank everyone for helping keep the park clean and keeping an eye out for
vandalism. Last Saturday night, November 10th about 1:00 am, the key lock was removed from the front
walk gate and the three pool motors and pumps stolen. Please call Marvin Potts at 481-9642 or Dick
Pryor at 834-7380 if you have any information about this incident.
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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

CLAUDETTE OSTRANDER
Since its inception, 40+ years ago, our Association has been self- managed. The most important position on the board is that of the Treasurer. Our CC&Rs and By-Laws have been revised over the years
limiting the term of office of President and Treasurer; in part to limit “homestead” management from
controlling the Association. This is a good thing but it takes some time to learn the existing procedures
and in 2 years it is passed on to someone else to learn it all over again. The bookkeeping system that
we once relied on only needed a sharp pencil, paper and an adding machine but has, necessarily,
evolved into computer skills not practiced by everyone.
This is the time for our association to look to an outside management company to handle our financials, in particular, the checking account - collection and disbursement of funds and collection
of past due accounts. All other responsibilities of the Treasurer remain the same.
I believe this is the best solution for several reasons:
? It is getting more difficult to find volunteers to serve on the board
? Our by- laws allow the President and Treasurer to serve in a successive 2-year term
only
? The need to have some bookkeeping knowledge to do the job competently
? The need to have a good working relationship with a computer
? The legal process that association must go through in the collection of delinquencies
which is awkward and unpleasant with your neighbor
? The laws on governing homeowner associations change often and a professional management team keeps up to date on them
With a management company there is on- going consistency year after year, not a relearning every 2 years.
They stay on top of all the laws (Federal and State) governing homeowner associations.
For these reasons I invited Celeste Comings owner of Riverside Management to attend our meeting and
address any questions or concerns the Board may have. They manage several local homeowner associations, some larger and some smaller, and are well qualified. The Board voted 7 to 0 to bring this
before our membership for approval.
They can provide the ability to pay your assessments with a credit card. For those who like to pay on line,
electronic fund transfer can be set up with them. Will it raise our dues? Yes, about $5.00 a month. A
small amount for the benefits we will derive from it. It has been several years since our last increase.
You will be asked to vote on this at our annual meeting February 28, 2013. Please feel free to discuss

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE—ALEXIS DAVIDSON
A little rain here and there – means there are also periods of sun and dry weather to continue outside maintenance of our homes. You'll notice that a number of our homeowners have made improvements in both landscaping and painting.
If you are thinking of cosmetic changes to your home exterior, keep in mind the Streng and mid-century modern look. If you want house or garage doors with decorative windows, square and rectangular windows are
appropriate to the style; rounded or "fan" windows are not appropriate. Any exterior lighting fixtures for
porch or garage lights can be several shapes and still fit the style: globes, simple cylinders, or rectangles. In
general, we want straight, clean lines rather than ornate designs.
Wishing you all a happy holiday season with many reasons to give thanks.
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TREASURER—Curtis Wheeler
In my Treasurer’s article a couple of months ago I mentioned getting people to run for the ECA Board of Directors. In particular, I talked about selecting a new Treasurer because I will be “termed out” of that office in
2013 and we need a replacement.
I am not going to say that the Treasurer’s responsibility is overwhelming for me, but after being involved
with the Board for a few years and serving in another office, I can say the Treasurer’s job, as it exists in ECA,
is the most tedious and has responsibilities that are noticed when mistakes are made. The entire Board is responsible for the financial health of the Association, and each Director must review the finances from time to
time, but we have expected our Treasurer to be the bookkeeper. This requirement means we have to find
someone with the ability and the will to volunteer.
The Board of Directors met with the owner of Riverside Management last week to go over the professional
services they can offer us. Because of the type of association we are, our needs are primarily for accounting
and banking.
The Board agreed that the services had value and voted to move ahead with a proposal to the Members, asking you to approve a new budget and assessment increase to make it happen. The service will cost about
$6,600 per year, which works out to be about $15 per lot, per quarter.
This is a lot of money, but it is comparable to the cost of other important things we pay for every year so that
we don’t have to rely on finding member volunteers. For some perspective, consider that three quarters of
our $16,000 park budget for this year goes to a landscape maintenance contractor. Most of the $12,000 budgeted yearly for pool maintenance goes to a contractor. Our utility bills run about $8,000 per year, a large majority of those dollars going to the commercial water rates we pay to keep the lawns alive and pools full. Just
keeping all of us as an association protected with insurance is approaching $7,000 per year.
Another driver for this is regulation and other legal requirements. In the name of protecting association
members, the State seems to add more and more laws and regulations every year requiring associations and
their boards to be more meticulous about almost everything they do. Meetings and accounting are more regulated now than they were even ten years ago.
Some of the improvements you would see with our finances being managed are the ability to pay assessments
by credit card or electronic bank transfer. Payments by check will be processed by a lockbox service and deposited immediately. No need for a Director to take checks to the bank – the Treasurer doesn’t have to be a
middle man in processing your payments so your checks will clear faster. Statements will be generated and
mailed for us and delinquencies followed upon promptly.
The service will also handle our bill payments, writing the checks we have to regularly send out. They receive the bills and other expenses we send to them, and they write the checks with a process that allows us to
approve every payment.
All of this is done with full reporting to the Treasurer and the Board. This service will not eliminate the need
for the Treasurer, but eliminates the need for that officer to be a bookkeeper, payment processor and mail carrier.
Our budget proposal will be out in December, or earlier so there will be plenty of time for your consideration
before the election in February. I urge you to ratify the Board’s recommendations to make the business operation of the Association much easier.
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It’s that time of year again –
time to go find a young person’s
gift to give to the ECA Neighborhood Watch Toy
Drive! As in recent years, the need is especially great for
items that appeal to youth ages 12 to 17. Some suggestions
are below. If tweeners and teens aren’t your thing though,
all new, unwrapped toys will be gratefully accepted.
Some youth gift ideas - or talk to your favorite teen about
what they’d like in their stocking!
· Umbrellas (think teens)
· Hats, gloves, scarves
· Fun socks
· Small digital camera
· USB flash drive
· Winter coats and jackets for youths and children
· Batteries (AA/AAA)
· Colored pencils & drawing journals/paper pads
· Back packs, Book bags & gym bags
· Gift cards – Target, Walmart, movies, Big Spoon
Yogurt, etc.
· Sporting Supplies: balls (soccer, basketball, foot
ball) and other portable outdoor equipment
· Music related: mp3 players, itunes gift card, cool
color headphones
· Children's DVDs (new in package)
· Children's CDs (new in package)
· CD player/radio
· New board games for kids over age 6
· Card games (Uno, Go Fish, etc.)
Donations may be taken to the home of your
Neighborhood watch street captain.
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Announcing

Evergreen Commons
Homeowners’ Association
Holiday Toy Drive
Let’s thank the County Sheriffs Dept. for their support of our
Neighborhood Watch Program by donating generously to their
Holiday Toy Drive. We’ll also brighten the holidays for families
in need!
Please bring new, unwrapped toys for ages 6 months to 17
Years old to a Neighborhood Watch Captain listed below
by Sunday, December 9th.
The Sheriffs Dept. also needs wrapping
supplies (paper, tissue, To/From tags, bows, etc.) The items
Will be taken to the Sheriffs Dept. on behalf of ECHA
Baron
Cool Ct.
Park Green
Pasadena
Sesame St.
Terra Vista
The Court
Zephyr

Larry Vrieling
Fred & Pat Links
Curtis Wheeler
Robert Kerr
Melissa & Tim Beard
Gloria Konovalof
Lori Bishop
Julie Jenson
Linda Hax
April Keck

4413 Baron
4406 Cool Ct.
4412 Park Green
4439 Park Green
4431 Pasadena
4469 Pasadena
4108 Sesame St.
4039 Terra Vista
4413 The Court
4341 Zephyr

483-0677
481-1574
599-8011
482-2079
488-1777
481-0132
799-8600
320-4004
481-9707
487-9752

For further information, call Karen Buxton, 489-9409
kbuxton44@yahoo.com
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
BLOCK CAPTAINS

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH—
Karen Buxton
Neighborhood Watch: A Movie Comedy??

Baron Ave - - - - - - - - Larry Vrieling
Ljvma@comcast.net
483-0677
Cool Court – - - - - - Fred & Pat Links
Fplinks@comcast.net
481-1574
Park Green Ct. –
Curtis Wheeler
Curtiswheeler@mail.com
599-8011
Robert Kerr
robkerr@mac.com
482-2079
Pasadena Ave. Melissa & Tim Beard
lissabeard@msn.com
488-1777
Gloria Konovaloff
nicknglo@surewest.net
481-0132
Sesame St. – - - - - - - - Lcbishop@hotmail.com
Terra Vista – - - -

Lori Bishop
799-8600
Julie Jenson
320-4004 cell

Julie@RichardandJulie.com 283-6826
The Court - - - - - - - - - - - Linda Hax
Lhax@surewest.net
481-9707
Zephyr Way – - April.keck@yahoo.com

April Keck
487-9752

In The Watch, comic actors Vince Vaughn and Ben
Stiller discover an alien invasion in their neighborhood
and attempt vigilante "justice." Ben Stiller is a Costco
manager who obsessively exercises, obsessively collects friends on Facebook, and obsessively organizes
groups, including a Neighborhood Watch in his Ohio
suburb. Vince Vaughn joins the group, mostly to get
out of the house and drink beer.
These two, along with their friends, become increasingly paranoid at a series of bizarre murders in the
area. Something with green goo and tentacles is killing
and skinning people, and the creature may be disguised
as one of them. The plot -- while zany -- is not as zany
as the dialogue of zingers. Says the Bee review (2.5
stars), "But if we can't laugh at beer-swilling, triggerhappy Neighborhood Watchers, what’s the point of
moving to the suburbs?"
Guess they don't live in Evergreen Commons!
And on a more serious note, don't forget to lock your
car, leave nothing in it, and turn your porchlight
on. Car burglaries are our issue, not green gooey monsters.
ECA BOOK CLUB

First we discussed the life and times of Wallace Stegner courtesy of Linda Hax. Then we had
brief reviews of The Big Rock Candy Mountain, and All the little Live Things. We all agreed
we would like to read more of Stegner’s books!
We will not have a book selection for December but will meet again in January at 7 pm on the
9th at Karen Buxtons’ house, 4425 Pasadena.
We will read and discuss, The Keeper of Lost Causes by Jussi Adler-Olsen
PLEASE COME JOIN US AND GET ACQUAINTED!
Contact us for more information.
Audrey Blake, 484-6510, audreyjblake@comcast.net / Karen Buxton, 489-9409, kbuxton44@yahoo.com
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